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conquest made piecemeal, the complete want of anything
resembling good general government, the scarcely checked
domination of noble and chief, the strife between the Churches,
and the conflict of law, had been some of the manifold causes
which had reduced Ireland to her wretched condition, and had
all but extinguished the rule of England. And beside this
unhappy and distracted land, lay England, rich in national
strength, and, even after a period of war, full of elements of
progressive national life; and her statesmen doubtless already
felt that, sooner or later, Ireland must become an English
dependency. The greater and lesser countries were on a
plane of civilisation and wealth completely different; should a
conflict arise it was easy to perceive that if it were not made,
in a short time, decisive, it might be protracted for many
years, especially as the subjugation of Ireland required a real
effort
Henry VII sat on a tottering throne, long after he had
been proclaimed king. His power in England was thwarted
by plots and factions; in Ireland it was little more than a
name. Gerald, the eighth Earl of Kildare, revered as the
" Great," in the traditions of a race devoted to leaders of men,
was Viceroy, and supreme at the Castle ; but his authority in
Ireland was very different from that of an ordinary governor of
the Pale. He was connected by marriage with the chiefs of
the O'Neills, and with the Butlers of Ormond, his feudal
enemies; he had immense influence with the Desmonds of his
blood, having saved them from an arbitrary act of attainder.
Nature, too, had made him a remarkable man, abounding ~ia
wit, resource, and capacity; he could rule, with excellent
results, in the interests of the Crown, if given a free hand to do
as he pleased; but he was equally ready to conspire against
it, if crossed in any of his ambitious purposes. Henry was
compelled to negotiate with a most dangerous subject;
events soon showed what was the ascendency of